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Her armies might be expected in Brandenburg or Silesia
as soon as the season was sufficiently advanced.
It was thought by many of the Prussian generals that
the more prudent course would have been to remain on
the defensive, but the bolder plan was more congenial to
Frederick's nature, and preferable on political grounds as
affording more hope of an early peace.    So as soon as
Schweidnitz was recaptured, he plunged into Moravia,
and laid siege to the important fortress of Olmiitz.    The
siege was not  a success ; Frederick's sieges
were seldom well managed, and this one pre-       mu
sented peculiar difficulties.    Olmiitz was a strong place,
well provisioned and garrisoned, held by a resolute and
experienced  commander.     It  was  not  easy  to  invest
except by a large army, because the Morawa flowing to
the east of it was provided with sluices, by means of
which the surrounding country could be laid under water.
Above all it was situated at an immense distance from
the Prussian base of operations.   All supplies and muni-
tions of war had to be brought up from  Neisse, ninety
miles off, and the greater part of the road lay through a
rough and hilly country, infested by the light troops of
the enemy, and inhabited by a population whose devotion
to Austria made it very difficult for the Prussians to pro-
cure intelligence.
Under these conditions the siege commenced about
the middle of May.    Daun with a large army hung on
the skirts of the investing army, and, while siege of
carefully avoiding a battle, impeded the opera- OLuutz.
tions of the besiegers, and threw supplies and reinforce-
ments into Olmiitz.    Time and ammunition were wasted
at its commencement by a mistake of the chief engineer,
who opened his trenches at too great a distance from the
fortress.    At length, however, after lasting seven weeks,
it was  approaching completion, when it was suddenly

